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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2-3 are objected to because of the following: "hook like protrusion" in claims 2-3 
does not have a positive limitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "25" has been used to designate both a thickened portion and the electrical 
connection points. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Batting (WO 
02/51203). 

Regarding claims 1 and 7, Batting teaches a hearing aid device and an electrical and 
mechanical connection between a head worn communication device or the hearing aid device 
and an accessory (1, 2, 3, 5). As shown in figures 1-3, the mechanical connection means and 
electrical connection points at the communication device and the accessory are placed at the 
surface as claimed such that a sliding action between the two surfaces of the communication 
device and the accessory will cause the respective mechanical connection means to grip each 
other (also see page 5, lines 9-16). 

Regarding claim 2, Batting shows the connection means that comprise a protrusion and a 
complementary cut out region at the respective surfaces of the communication device and the 
accessory as claimed (figures 2-3). 

Regarding claim 3, Batting shows the protrusion that has a wide part spaced from a 
surface, and a free space (6) that is arranged at a complementary surface behind the cut out 
region for accepting the wide part of the protrusion (figures 2-3). . 

Regarding claim 4, Batting shows the communication that has a battery and a battery lid 
as claimed (page 4, lines 30-31). 

Regarding claims 5 and 8, the battery lid of Batting is child proof since the battery lid (4) 
is securely connected to the communication device and the accessory (see figure 4 and page 3, 
lines 16-23 and page 7, lines 28-32). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 9, as shown in figure 3, the connection means between the 
communication device and the accessory comprises a friction lock such that the accessory will 
stay with the communication device when the battery lid is open. 

Regarding claim 10, Batting shows the battery lid as claimed (figures 2, 3). 

Regarding claim 11, Batting shows the connection means that are arranged at a back end 
surface of the hearing aid as claimed, (figures 1, 2, 3). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Vonlanthen (U.S. patent 6,731,770) teaches a behind-the-ear hearing aid and a surface- 
mounted module for the hearing aid. 

Batting (U.S. patent 7,068,804) teaches a communication system with communication 
element attachable to pivoting battery compartment. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYEN D. LE whose telephone number is (571) 272-7502. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SINH TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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January 19, 2007 
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